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"What is it, Okiku? Did I hurt your feelings? Come, come!"
"Ladylike, unladylike. If you want a ladylike woman, why didn't
you marry one of those refined Kyoto girls, a princess of a moth-eaten
Okuge house with nothing but tradition, heritage and hundreds of
other useless things—"
"You misunderstand me. I was teasing you. Don't get angry like
that It spoils your charm- What is the matter?"
"Nothing— But, but Sagami constantly tells me I am unladylike.'*
"But why? Why docs she say so? What's the matter with her?"
"Because I accompany you wherever you go, and I don't follow
many other customs of the traditional wife and mother. I didn't shave
off my eyebrows when Shinko came, I don't dye my teeth black, and I
wear good clothes and use make-up,"
"And we are affectionate to each other, huh? Don't take it seri-
ously." He thought awhile. "Just like a mother-in-law, huh?"
"She's worse than that She used to be kind, but I think she's grown
jealous of me now." Okiku wept, "I love you and like to live close
to you. If I quarrel with Sagami, one of us has to depart from you,
and since she is old and has no place to go, it will be I who will have
to leave. I never talk back to her, but it is hard not to answer when
she criticizes."
"Do calm yourself, Okiku. I won't let you go. And you couldn't
leave Shinko and me, could you?" He tipped up her face,
"That's just it. Lately, when you are away, she keeps Shinko from
me, and doesn't let her—"
"What?" Saionji was amazed.
"She doesn't let Shinko call me Mother. That breaks my heart,
Prince* All because I'm unladylike, she says. If I were really your
okug$ta—" She stopped, alarmed at her own boldness, "And you, you
often stay away, and at home you are always reading and you don't
seem to appreciate my music any more*" All the pent-up accusations of
years past poured out "You follow all the free ideas of the West when
it suits you, so I never know where 1 stand, and Sagami is always end*
cizing me* I get at! the blame.0
Saionji stroked her hair which had fallen loose from its pins*
"Sagami makes insinuations about my upbringing and even my
people. My family were honorable hatamoto.My mother was a lady,
She was cultured and devoted,"
uHuh, that's right. Some time ago you said that your father was a

